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Introduction

Albania lies according to John Hajnal within th@iom of the “Eastern European marriage
pattern” with a low age at marriage and a virtaakl of celibacy since it is situated east of the
line running roughly from Trieste to St. Petersb@sgjnal 1965:101). He did not deal with
Albania as a unit in his study since it was no pefelent state at the beginning of th& 20
century and statistical data was not readily alséela

Several scientific publications mention a the loge aat marriage in the tribal regions of
Northern Albania. Karl Kaser points to a “relativehigh age at marriage for women”
between 16 and 20 years and between 20 and 23 fggansen in the middle of the 19
century recorded by Johann Georg von Hahn (Hahrt:1L8BO;Kaser 1992:254). In the
beginning of the 20 century Mary Edith Durham recorded ages at magriaig13/14 years
for girls and of 15 years for boys (Durham 19282Y19In northern Albania girls are married
as soon as they come to sexual maturity and begamiriy children as soon as they are
biologically able. There is no time of peace.” (@d050:27). For Southern Albania Johann
Georg von Hahn recorded ages at marriage of 12 yeagirls and of 15 years for boys in the
middle of the 18 century (Hahn 1854:1,143). Karl Kaser explains kv age at marriage
with the urgent need for children in the milieu paftriarchy. It was an eminent concern to
secure the (male) offspring in view of high infanortality, high rates of blood feud, an
urgent need for manpower and the continuation ef ghtriarchal line. An early age at
marriage in order to “utilize” the female fertilitgorresponds with this system (Kaser
1995:153). A low age at marriage also favors thien&dion of joint family households in the
absence of neolocality.

Philip E. Mosely distinguished three principal bedif zadruga society. The first one consists
of the tribal society of pre-1912 Montenegro andNofthern Albania. The second consists of
Bosnia, Herzegovina, western Croatia, northern @ardral Macedonia and central Albania.
The third belt consists of Croatia, Slavonia, p8@d-A Serbia, western and central Bulgaria,
southern Macedonia and southern Albania (Mosely6Bif.). Therefore Albania extends
over all of these three belts with Northern Albalyiag in the core zone.

Peter Laslett developed a set of tendencies in gtiecngroup organization in traditional
Europe with four sets: West, West/central or midtMediterranean, and East. These sets are
based on criteria for occasion and method of damesbup formation, procreational and
demographic criteria, criteria of kin compositioh groups, and criteria of organization of
work and welfare (Laslett 1983:526f.). The Balkans not clearly included in the eastern or
Mediterranean set (Laslett 1983: 529). Table 1dwithe criteria for these two sets of
tendencies concerning demography and kin compasifigroups.

Table 1: Sets of tendencies in domestic group a@zgéan in traditional Europe

criterion MediterraneanEast

Age at marriage, female Low Low
Age at marriage, male High Low
Proportions marrying High High
Age gap between spouses at first marriage Wide aMarr
Proportion of wives older than husbands Low High
Proportion of widows remarrying Very low Very low
Proportion of resident kin High High
Proportion of multigenerational households High Wihigh
Proportion of households headed by never-marrietevplLow High
Proportion of solitaries Low Absent
Proportion of no-family households Low Absent




Proportion of simple-family households Low Low
Proportion of extended-family households Low Low
Proportion of multiple-family households High Vdngh
Proportion of complex-family households (c7 + c8) ighd Very high
Proportion of fréreches High Very high
Proportion of stem-family households Low Low
Proportion of joint-family households Very high Ydrigh

In a recently published joint article we investggthousehold structures in Albania in the
early 20" century. This article is based on the data of llages or parts of cities of the
Albanian census of 1918. Mean age at marriage fon@n was for most of the settlements at
about 20 years or below and only in urban enviramsiéigher. Mean age at marriage for
men was ranging from below 20 years to more thagezs (Gruber and Pichler 2002:360).
Female age at marriage does fit into the “Eastemoean Marriage Pattern” while male age
at marriage does only partly fit into it. This mlag the effect of the small size of the sample
of the census, which could differ from the averagd therefore this paper is intended to look
at marriage patterns in Albania at the beginninghef 20" century with greater detail. In
addition the questions whether Albania fits inte tlEastern European Marriage Pattern” or
not, and which of the set of tendencies develope®dter Laslett is closer to the Albanian
situation, should be addressed.

In a paper about the number of children in Albdriiave found much more regional variation
than variation between religious groups (Gruber1200). Therefore the regional aspect of
variation in marriage patterns will be a major pafrthis paper. Averages of whole countries
can obscure marked differences within these casand lead to false conclusions. It is very
difficult to deal with regional variation and patte without having them mapped out.
Therefore a set of thematic maps will make up #wosd part of this paper besides the first
written part. These maps are not only intendedlustrate results of research, they are also
intended to be a means of research. They enableesiearcher to see geographical patterns,
which are much more difficult to detect with othresearch tools. The usage of computers
facilitates this kind of research by speeding wgtoduction of such maps considerably.

New data

A recently rediscovered source allows us to complaeeideal with reality, the problem for
Southeastern Europe in general and Albania inqudati being that except in rare cases, we
do not have accurate information from populationstises before the late"8entury. The
general scholarly opinion is that in Albania, a@tarpopulation censuses were not carried out
before the census of 1945 (Lienau and Prinzing 1980 Schmidt-Neke and Sjtberg
1993:464).
Michael Schmidt-Neke and Orjan Sjoberg describeirtaecuracies of the earlier population
censuses and mention the following problems:
* a widespread lack of well organized marriage lieeasd registration offices in many
places;
» the tendency to register less children and to namhesons under the item “number of
children”;
» the possibility of avoiding military service by noegistration;
» double registration in the case of migration onsfaumance, etc.;
» political claims: the population census of 1930 weggorted to have been conducted
with the intention of securing the result of atseane million people (Schmidt-Neke
and Sjoberg 1993:464).



The first population census conducted by the Alaargovernment was taken in 1923; many
of its results on a macro level have been publistg@lenica 1928). The next population
census was taken in 1930, the original data of kwihscstill available, although not as a
compact collection. Parts of it are stored in tlea State Archive and parts are dispersed
among provincial archives. As mentioned above ddita from this census seems to be rather
inaccurate. The census lists include persons whe Wwern later or who moved to a village
due to marriage after 1930. In the village of KeRapé, 11.2 % of the whole population
belonged to this group. Another problem is thatuofler-enumeration. In a study of 10
villages, there was a proportion of 110 men to W@@hen. This phenomenon was much more
accentuated among Muslims (113.7 men to 100 worniem) among Orthodox (107.8 men to
100 women) and Catholic (105.7 men to 100 women)s@ans. Most of this imbalance is
probably due to the under-registration of girlsthe age group above 19, there was a ratio of
97 men to 100 women (Gruber and Pichler 2002:3b4is census is obviously of less value
than that organized in 1918 by Graz-based Franegen expert on statistics. The quality of
this population census has been underestimatezhoiasly literature until now.

In January 1916, almost the entire territory of akita was occupied by the Austrian-
Hungarian army with the exception of fringe areaghie south of the country, which were
occupied by Bulgarian, French, Italian and Greekps. This territory can be seen on map 1.
Shkodér, at that time the country's largest ciggame the seat of a military administration
that left the traditional civil administrative sttures unchanged.

The population census was taken on Marthl918. The material was transported to Shkodér
and safely stored. It was then processed “withhiilp of a large number of intelligent young
Albanians” (Oberhummer 1921). By the end of Sepemi918, the data had been double-
checked and completions and supplements carriedHmytever, these activities had to be
stopped due to the planned withdrawal of the amm@¢tober. The order to destroy the entire
census material was neglected with the exceptiothefdistrict headquarters in Lushnja.
Therefore, the material concerning the Berat, Higishnja and Shkrapar regions (89,142
persons) is missing (Seiner 1992h:5). The aggregatdts of the 1916 census are available
for the first three of them while for the Shkrapagion there is only an estimation of the
population available. Map 2 shows the districtsAtifania and the availability of data for
them. The surviving material, which covers the mapart of the country, is as follows:
435,075 out of the 803,959 (this figure was cal@daoo high) persons counted in 1923 (54
percent) or 20,096 square kilometers out of thentgls total area of 28,748 square
kilometers (70 percent). It was very difficult t@msport the census material to Vienna. The
military administration unit responsible for thelidery agreed to hand out the material to the
Austrian Academy of Sciences along with the periois$o publish and to work with it. The
Academy asked the census director, Franz Seinamito out the basic statistics. These tables
were published in 1922, supported by funds fromAh®nian government (Seiner 1922b).
Instructed by the Albanian government, Seiner alsparately published the results of the
census relating to the tribal areas of northernaAia. On the basis of these results, he
prepared the first map on the distribution, size &orders of the tribal territories (Seiner
1922a). One year earlier, the director of the Balk@mmission of the Austrian Academy of
Sciences, Eugen Oberhummer, published first preami statistical results (Oberhummer
1921). At that time there were also plans to phbtiee village level data, but the Academy
was not able to find adequate funding for the maion. Oberhummer concluded: “If we do
not receive outside support, this material indispde for both scholarly work and any
orderly administration in Albania will go to wast¢Oberhummer 1921:63). And this is what
happened.

The population census was taken very carefullyals precisely conducted and prepared over
one year in advance. The collection of statistiath began two months after the Austrian-
Hungarian army entered the country. In March 1% @rovisional population census was

3



taken, linked to a livestock census and a surveipad supplies. It was badly prepared and
full of crucial mistakes. In March 1917, Franz Sina census expert and statistician, was
sent to Albania to take over the post of chief aensificial in the occupied territories. It was
his duty to establish a provincial office for sséits and after that to organize a general
population census (Seiner 1922b:1f.).

This population census needed huge preparatiost. ¢fiall, all houses, households, huts and
buildings in general had to be counted and the é®psovided with numbers, since this had
never been done before. A second step was to dédireettiements and fix the borders of
villages, as well as to decide how the names ofilleges should be recorded in writing. An
index of villages, towns and cities with about D&htries was created. An official order for a
rough population census was given on Ma¥f 2817, in order to familiarize the population
with the census procedure and to convince peopleithwould not make sense to under-
report the number of children (usually the femahes), since the distribution of necessary
food supplies would be based on the data of thelptipn census (Seiner 1922:2). The result
was that the census reported 252,794 men and Z5lvden, i.e. 100.5 men to 100 women,
or an almost equal distribution (Seiner 1922b:8)isTis in contrast to the 1930 census
mentioned above, and to the results of all Balkanntries in the 19 century and the
beginning of the 2D century, which always reported a large surplusiefi.

The process of establishing a naming system foodg@phical locations was difficult and
time consuming, since many locations had namehregetor four languages and there may
have been significant differences in the pronurmmiaand spelling of the topographical names
by villagers. In addition, many villages did notvkaa fixed communal name, but just the
names of the quarters (mahalle) of the villagealym an “Albanian Literary Commission”
was established in Shkodér, which worked out gunidsl for naming Albanian localities
(Seiner 1922b:2f.).

Another problem that had to be solved was how tabdish family names and people's first
names. Until then, only few Albanian families haéflx@d family name. Generally, the mass
of the people used only first names, and for digtishing purposes they added the names of
the father and of the patrilineal grandfather. Aidiaonal problem was that in the villages the
naming pool was relatively small, thus the admraisbn ran into problems. This was why
settling on names for the purpose of the populateEmsus was made obligatory. The heads of
the households were free to choose their namemlyna few cases, the name was selected by
the administration; the guidelines of this processe worked out by the scholar of Albanian,
Max Lambertz (Seiner 1922:4f.).

The ' March 1918 was finally chosen as the date forpiigulation census. This date was
not chosen arbitrarily since in spring many fansilleft their villages in order to migrate to
the mountainous summer pastures for at least haifeoyear. A “census commissioner” was
appointed for every village. This could be a mentdifethe occupation forces or an Albanian
military officer; they were supervised by regioraald district commissioners. Most of the
commissioners were trained by Seiner personallye Téygistration forms with their 24
columns were in German and Albanian, and the dasédaherefore be entered in German or
Albanian. The village chiefs were obliged to cotréalse data given by the head of a
household (Seiner 1922:2-5).

Evidently everything was done to conduct a prepgpulation census; this is why we can
qualify this material as outstanding relative te tonditions of that time and in comparison to
the later censuses. Beryl Nicholson investigateddidita for théreis (district) of Malakastra
and stated: “The evidence so far gives reason fiimessm that the manuscript census
schedules will prove to be a rich source for thedgtof society in Northern and Central
Albania in the early part of this century.” (Nickoh 1999:29).



Data used for this paper

The research project “The 1918 Albanian Populaiensus: Data Entry and Basic Analyses”

aims at making the data of this census availablsdbolarly researchThe research project

started in August 2000, and we are still adding rdata, which means that the results

presented in this paper are still preliminary. Dgrthe data entry, we divided the settlements

into two groups: “normal” settlements and “deviaséttlements. Deviant settlements will be

entered completely, while normal settlement will eetered in 5-percent-samples. The

following criteria serve as markers for “devianéttements:

» ethnic minorities: more than 20 percent of the paijan is made up of non-Albanians.

e occupational structure: more than 20 percent of gbeulation is engaged in non-
agricultural activities or more than 150 peopleemgaged in non-agricultural activities.

» cities: settlements that are cities.

» sex ratio: more than 60 percent male or less tlgmedcent male population.

* household size: the household size is more thagrelsbns or less than 3.5 persons.

» size of the settlement: more than 2,000 inhabitants

* Orthodox Christians: more than 20 percent of thpufation is made up of Orthodox
Christians.

These criteria often overlap, e.g. size of settl@maccupational structure and cities.

Table 2: Available data according to criteria

criteria settlementersons
ethnic minorities 42 17,106
cities 22| 37,312
occupational structure 34 43,322
sex ratio 53 7,768
household size 49 12,975
size of settlement 7 26,076
Orthodox Christians 57 20,206
all “deviant” settlements 197 84,009
5-percent-sample 56 18,660
all settlements 253 102,669

This paper is based on the population that waseptes the time of the census and does not
include the absent population that was also recbrd@ble 3 has the number of persons
present at the time of the census according tditjieest administrative level, since the paper
will deal with regional variation.

Table 3: Available data of persons present by ahtnative units

Bezirk populationdata | percentage
Kruja 51,790 6,823 13.17
Puka 32,504 3,884 11.95
Shkodra 84,50831,185 36.90
Tirana North 110,489 21,016 19.02
Zhuri 100,54717,009 16.92
Tirana South 31,588 10,203 32.30

! The team of the research project consists of Helibetrhart, Karl Kaser, Siegfried Gruber, GentianeaKand
Enriketa Papa. The research project is financed ky Abstria Science Fund (Fonds zur Férderung der
wissenschaftlichen Forschung). | am currently eygdioby the affiliated project “Migration in Albariiavhich

is financed by the Austrian National Bank (Jubil&fonds der Oesterreichischen Nationalbank).
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Berati 24,409 5,625 23.04

435,836 95,745 21.97

The different percentages have emerged from sereaabns:
» “deviant” settlements were unevenly distributednhvitAlbania
» data entry of three cities has still to be complete
» the unit for the samples are settlements and netdtwlds or people and therefore the
overall 5-percent-sample consists of a differexg & each administrative unit.

Characteristics of Albanian society according to the census of 1918

The Albanian society at that time was almost elytireral and agricultural. Only two cities,
Shkodra (23,000) in the north and Korca (22,00@Ghasouth-east (outside the area occupied
by Austro-Hungarian forces) had more than 20,00@kiants (Duka 1997:9f.). In the area
covered by the census there were only 7 cities atileast 3,000 inhabitants; they accounted
for 12 percent of the total population (Seiner 1882 The population was not evenly
distributed within Albania, as can be seen in mapt® mountainous areas were especially
sparsely populated and the districts with a higphutetion density contained a city. Out of
more than 1,800 settlements, only 37 (includingdities mentioned above) had at least 20
percent non-agricultural population. Map 4 shows ftistribution of the non-agrarian
population within Albania in 1918. One can cleae the concentration of this population at
the coast and in the center of Albania where thiesciwere located. The population was
almost entirely Albanian by ethnic affiliation: 95percent (in Upper Albania, the northern
and central part of the Austro-Hungarian territamyAlbania) according to Seiner (Seiner
1992hb:9). Our data shows a percentage of 96.5 pieroet covers also Lower Albania (the
southern part of the Austro-Hungarian territoryAlibania). The remaining population was
mostly of Slavic origin with some Gypsies (Romajgvb shows the distribution of the ethnic
minorities within Albania in 1918. The highest pemtages were in the eastern districts
bordering to nowadays Serbia (Kosovo) and Macedomfere the Slavic minority lived.
There were also Slavic minorities in the cities anthe region around Shkodra, where people
of Montenegrin descent lived. The majority of thepplation was Muslim: 74 percent
according to Seiner (Seiner 1922b:10) and 83.5egmrin our data. Map 6 shows the
distribution of Muslims in Albania in 1918, whereckear concentration in the eastern parts
can be seen. The remaining population was Romamoliat 18 percent according to Seiner
(Seiner 1922b:10) and 13.5 percent in our data,Gatidlodox Christians: 8 percent according
to Seiner (Seiner 1922b:10) and 3.0 percent indata. The small number of Orthodox
Christians is due to the fact that most of theradiwutside the territory occupied by Austria-
Hungary and that a considerable number of the @ahorillages were in the area of the
destroyed data. Map 7 shows the distribution of@a¢holics within Albania in 1918 and a
concentration of them in the north of the counsobvious. The Orthodox Christians were
dominant in the south of the country, as can ba semap 8.

The percentage of literate people was almost nie@gign rural areas: less than 2 percent of
the men and almost no women were able to read aitel ¥n cities a considerable proportion
of the male population (about a third) was ablectd and write and about one woman in 11
was also able to read and write. The usage of #éi@ klphabet was much more common than
the usage of the Turkish (Arabic) alphabet, eslga@aong women. Some people were able
to use both of them and a small number also redandang the Greek or the Cyrillic alphabet.

Table 4: Percentage of Literacy in Albania in 1918

urban menrural men urban womenrural womer

Latin letters 23.6 1.1 8.7 0.1




Turkish letters 9.9 0.9 0.3 0.008

literacy 28.8 1.8 8.8 0.1

The age structure shows a young population, adeagxpected: half of the population was
younger than 23 years old. There was also muchhagping, therefore ages given in this
paper should be seen as approximate ages compaoed ithodern concept of age. The young
population means that there was a high percenthgararried people: 41.1 percent of the
female population and 59.2 percent of the male ladjon. The difference was due to the
higher age at marriage for men. The married pojmiatomprised 41.0 percent of females
and 37.4 percent of males. This astonishing diffeeewas due to the slightly higher number
of males in the population and cases of men hawviage than one wife. Being widowed was
much more common for women than for men: 17.9 pegras compared to 3.4 percent. 6.7
percent of the population were absent at the tinge densus was conducted. This can be
attributed to two facts: a tradition of migrant Wers in the north-east of the country and the
effects of the First World War.

The census showed almost the same number of mehgéfcent) and women (49.9 percent)
in the population, according to Seiner (Seiner 3R The database has more men (51.2
percent male and 48.8 percent female), which islgndse to the fact that it includes people
absent during counting, and the absent people mestly men. Map 9 shows the percentage
of men within the population of the districts. A lmamajority was in the north and in the
south-west whereas there was a female majorithencentral and the southeastern districts.
The lowest percentages of males were in the nastheghere there was this already
mentioned tradition of migrant workers.

Household size ranged between 4.5 and 8.5 persotisef different districts. The distribution
of it can be seen in map 10. There is no clearepatthroughout Albania, with two
exceptions: in most of the northern districts htwode size was higher than the average (5.5
persons per household) and in the cities housedimddwas below the average.

Types of households

Peter Laslett’'s set of tendencies of the Eastedthadirihe Mediterranean type consist of low
proportions of nuclear and extended family hous#hahd of high proportions of joint family
households. The overall proportions for Albanial®l8 were: 25.2 percent of the people
were living in nuclear families, 26.4 percent wkveng in extended families and 45.0 percent
were living in joint families. This shows a cleayrdinance of joint families, although half of
the population was living in either nuclear or exted families. The share of nuclear families
can be explained by the fact that not all of thennagere able to have at least two sons
surviving until adulthood, which is the prerequasior forming a future joint family. A father
with only one surviving son could form a joint fdyntogether with his son only during the
life-time of the father. The continuation of a jbilamily of co-residing brothers (fréreche)
requires that each brother has at least one sngvaon. At an age of 30 years only 30 percent
of all men lived with at least one child and it wady after an age of 40 years that more than
half of the men lived with at least one child. Tpercentages of fathers with sons rose up to
an age of 55 years to 73 percent and reached agb&kpercent at an age of 75 years. This
means that 16 percent of men failed in their attetmgproduce a male heir. In considering
that many men died before an age of 75 years #riseptage was much higher. At an age of
75 years the peak of the number of co-residing ¢émasried or unmarried) was reached, too:
2.1 sons (Gruber 2001:8f.). These numbers show ttiexe was simply a demographic
constraint against forming joint families. The highmber of extended families is due to a
high number of widowed mothers living in the housldhof a married son.



The regional pattern of the distribution of nuclé&anilies in Albania shows a low percentage
of people living in nuclear families in northernb&nia and much higher percentages in
central and eastern Albania. The cities also hghdripercentages of people living in nuclear
families (33 through 43 percent, map 11). Exten@dedilies were much more frequent in the
central-eastern parts of Albania and in the soast:eThe cities also had higher percentages
than average. The lowest percentages were to Img fiouthe north-west of the country (map
12). The distribution of joint families within Allméa confirms the picture of northern Albania
as the most patriarchal part of the country: Intnadghe northern districts more than half of
the population was living in joint families. Thewere also some central Albanian districts
with high shares of joint families. The lowest partages could be found in the larger cities
and the south-east of the country. In the citieStdfodra and Durrés less than 20 percent of
the people lived in joint families (map 13).

Proportion married

The proportion married reflects not only marriaget@grns but also the age structure of a
population, since a high share of children in tbpyation increases the number of unmarried
people. 37.4 percent of the male population presetiite time of the census were married and
40.7 percent of the female population present vmeaeried at the time of the census. The
different percentages are due to men being mataedore than one wife, due to different
overall numbers of men and women and due to highies of absence for men. Map 14
shows the different proportion married among thdenpopulation by districts. The lowest
proportions were in the north-east of the countvipere there was a tradition of migrant
workers. These absent adult males lowered the nuofomen and the number of married
men within the region. The highest proportions werend in the central part of Albania. Map
15 shows the different proportion married amongfémale population by districts. There is
no clear pattern: the different classes of propartire spread all over the country. The lowest
proportions were in the east of the country, baséhdistricts were not connected. The city of
Shkodra also had a low proportion of married women.

Looking at the proportion of married men and wornrethe age group of 15 to 50 yeals, (
the years of reproduction of women and dominantsyeareproduction of men) excludes the
influence of the number of children and can sewa aeasurement for the potential fertility
since illegitimate children were virtually absentthis society. 62.2 percent of the men and
72.5 percent of the women were married in this g@eip. The proportion for females was
similar to large parts of Southeastern and Eadferope at the beginning of the"26entury,
but not the highest, as can be seen from the fallpwable.

Table 5: Proportion married in the female populati®-50 years

Country Yeal Proportion
Greece 1928 56.6
European Russjd926| 62.8
Albania 191§ 725
Romania 1899 72.7
Bulgaria 1905 73.7
Serbia 1900 80.8

(Coale and Watkins 1986:Appendix A).

The proportion of married women in the fertile yearas highest in the district of Gramshi in
the southeast of the country, where 90.2 percetiteofvomen in this age group were married.
This was caused by a very low percentage of widowedhen. The east of the country had
slightly lower proportions as the rest of the coynbut there were no large differences (map
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16). The proportion of married men in these yeaas Wghest in the south and the center of
Albania, whereas in many of the northern distrtbis proportion was lower. But there were
also some districts in the north with proportiot®we average. The lowest proportion was
among the male inhabitants of the city of Shkodith W4.8 percent (map 17). This is the
effect of the high age at marriage in this city.

The proportion married or unmarried is used forcalting the singulate mean age at
marriage and we shall have a look at the proporarried at different ages for both sexes to
see the different marriage patterns throughout ditbban 1918. At an age of 15 years already
29.0 percent of all females were married. Thereewsaren younger girls recorded as being
married. The proportion of women married at an afjel5 years was very unevenly
distributed within Albania in 1918: There were dids with no married girls at such an age
and there were districts with more than 40 peroémtarried girls at such an age. The highest
rates of married girls were in three central Allsandistricts and also some northern Albanian
districts had rates above average. No married gidee recorded in the districts of Kruja,
Hasi, Gramshi and Peqini South. There was no deacentration of the districts with no or
only very few married girls at an age of 15 yebrs,three of the districts were the west of the
country, two were in the north-east and three wecentral/south-east Albania (map 18). All
the cities had low proportions of married girlghas age.

At an age of 18 years about half of the women vedready married (52.5 percent). There
were districts with still no woman married (Gramsimd districts with all the women married
at this age (Puka). The districts in the south-emste still the ones with the lowest
percentages of married women in such an age, heleéhree districts in the west were now
among the ones with percentages above averagethdlinorth-west of the country had
proportions of married women above average, theas @nly one district with a very low
percentage of married women. Out of the three akwtlbanian districts with the highest
proportion of married girls at an age of 15 years bf them were still in the leading group.
All the cities had proportions married below thersunding districts (map 19).

At an age of 20 years almost all women were alreadyried: 81.1 percent. The really
exceptional case was the district of Kiri in thethewvest, where still only 13.6 percent of the
women were married. Other districts with rates Wwedwerage were to be found in the north-
east and in the south-east, where already at youmges the rates were lower than the
average. The highest percentages were to be foomdclearly in the center of Albania and
the cities still had lower percentages than theosunding districts (map 20). At an age of 25
years 89.2 percent of the women were married agek tiwere 8 districts with a proportion of
more than 95 percent, including the one with theelst percentage being married at an age of
20 years. In the north-west there was a compaat ddhese districts, but there were also
such districts in other parts of the country. Toedst percentages were to be found in the
north-east and south-east of the country (map 2fl)Jan age of 30 years the percentage
married among women was 87.4 percent, which isidlgn the percentage 5 years younger.
This is the effect of increasing widowhood amongsth ages: At an age of 30 years 10.7
percent of the women were already widowed. Therislear pattern of the distribution of
married women at an age of 30 years throughoutmdhdut the central part and parts of the
north-west, which had the highest rates at youagess, were now among the districts with
the lowest rates at this age. This is obviously ¢ffect of getting widowed earlier when
getting married earlier (map 22). Therefore thepprdons married in the fertile years were
rather similar in almost all of the districts. Skka was at this age the only city with a lower
proportion married than the surrounding distridit,oéher cities had now higher percentages
than the surrounding districts.

The corresponding proportion is that of the stiimarried women at an age of 30 years. The
overall rate was 1.9 percent, which means almosewsal marriage for women. There were
only two districts(Kiri and Elbasani North ), arftetcity of Shkodra, with rates of more than 5
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percent. There may be some trouble with the datéhi district of Kiri, since more than 99
percent of the women were recorded as being maategh age of 25 years. There is no
regional pattern of the proportion unmarried atga of 30 years (map 23).

The effect of widowhood can be seen at map 24, evtier proportion of widowed women at
an age of 40 years is mapped. The average propowies 30.1 percent. The highest
proportions of widowed women were in the southealh df the tribal area and at the coast. In
addition the two southernmost districts with aualgéa data also had proportions above
average. The three districts with the lowest pesgas were not located in one area, but
dispersed. All of them have been mentioned earfiara with its high percentage of labor
migrants, Kiri with its low percentage of marriedmven at young ages and Gramshi with the
highest percentage of married women within thegagep of fertile women.

At an age of 20 years 26.6 percent of the male atipn were already married. Map 25
depicts the distribution of proportions married @igtricts. The lowest percentages were
prevailing in the eastern districts, the distritKari, and in the cities. The highest proportions
married were in the southwestern district of Mattkaand in the coastal district of Durrés. In
both of them more than 60 percent of the male @i were already married at an age of
20 years. 5 years later, at an age of 25 years, gédrcent of the male population were
married. The proportions married at an age of 2&ryare mapped on map 26. The lowest
percentages were still in the eastern districes dilstrict of Kiri and in the city of Shkodra. In
the other cities the proportion of married men wadveve average. The highest proportions of
married men at such an age were in the westemctkstthe district of Oroshi in the center of
the tribal region and the southeastern districBmshi. At an age of 30 years 59.0 percent
of the male population were married. The lowestgaf married men were in the eastern half
of the central part of Albania and in the northdistricts. At this age all the cities had lower
rates than the surrounding districts. The highastsr were still in the western districts, the
district of Puka neighboring to Oroshi and in thmutheastern district of Gramshi. This
distribution can be seen on map 27. At an age ofe@s 72.9 percent of the male population
were married and at this age the eastern distwet® no longer the ones with proportions
married lower than average. The lowest percentages in the northern districts and in the
city of Shkodra. The districts with the highest godions were not neighboring, but there is
some sort of belt from the district of Shkodrahe northwest to the district of Gramshi in the
southeast. Map 28 shows this situation.

The corresponding rate of men which were still unmied at an age of 35 years is 19.6
percent. There were very high proportions of unredrmen in three corners of the country:
in the northwest of the country, neighboring to Maoregro, in the northeast of the country,
and in the southeast of the country. The distridth the lowest proportions unmarried were
located in the center of the country and at thesitda addition the southeastern district of
Gramshi had also low rates of unmarried men at sunchge. The cities had differing rates
from each other, Shkodra had very high rates bfistmarried men at such an age: only half
of the male population was married at an age of&&rs. The other cities had much lower
rates. This can be seen on map 29.

The percentage of widowed men at an age of 60 yeassl2.7 percent, which is much lower
than the share of 30.1 percent of widowed womeanaage of only 40 years. The highest
rates of widowed men were in the northern coassaticks and in the northeastern district of
Gora. The lowest percentages were in the eaststicts with the exception of the district of
Gora. Map 30 shows this distribution within AlbaniBhese proportions were very much
influenced by differing rates of remarriage aftecbming widowed. The much higher rates of
remarriage among men as compared to women led ¢b tower rates of widowed men. One
can assume that the different rates of widowed mere the result of different rates of
remarriage in different districts. Unfortunatelyeth is almost no information about
remarriage available in the data used for this pafjee much higher age at marriage of men
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also contributed to much higher rates of widowedn&n as compared to men, since normally
the older husband died earlier than his youngee.wifi Serbia in 1910 the proportion of

widowed men at an age of 55 to 59 years was 17@epeand therefore higher than in

Albania. The proportion of widowed women at an afel0 to 44 years was 11.1 percent
(Sundhaussen 1989:121) and therefore much lowarthigaproportion for Albania. The much

narrower age gap between spouses in Serbia prevesueh extreme differences in

proportions widowed between men and women.

Age difference between spouses

The mean age difference between spouses was 946 Yée lowest age differences were in
the districts at the Adriatic coast including they of Kruja. In the district of Kavaja men
were on the average only 5 years older than theeavOn the contrary the highest mean age
difference was in the southeastern district of §premtja with 15.1 years. In the city of
Shkodra men were on average 14.1 years older kiganwives. In the northernmost districts
the mean age difference was also more than 11.y¢auscan see the regional distribution of
these age differences in map 31. These high afgretites meant that in about half of the
marriages the husband was at least 10 years dlderhis wife (46.4 percent). In map 32 you
can see that the lowest proportions of women nthtoemen at least 10 years older were in
the central parts of Albania. The highest propodiavere in the two regions with the highest
age differences: in the district of Shinapremtjé.§7percent) and in the city of Shkodra (72.5
percent). In general the proportions in the northaistricts were higher than the proportions
in the southern districts. The proportion of hustsawho were at least 20 years older than
their wives was 14.1 percent. The lowest percestagere again in the coastal districts and
the highest in the district of Shinapremtja (30&tgent) and in the city of Shkodra (24.7
percent). In addition three of the northernmostridis had proportions of more than 20
percent. These proportions are mapped in map 33.

Singulate mean age at marriage

In table 6 you can see the singulate mean age raiage for men and women by district and
city.

Table 6: Singulate mean age at marriage by distndtcity in Albania 1918

districts men women
Kruja 27.9 18.4
Matja 22.1 n.a.
Ohéri n.d. n.a.
Oroshi 25.7 16/6
Puka 24.6 16/5
Kiri 29.5 19.4
Lezhja 24.6 20J7
Malcija e madhe 28.2 17.4
Shkodra 2712 19,9
Durrési 21.5 18,2
Elbasani North 25(3 20.9
Kavaja 20.7 160
Peqini North 275 190
Tirana 24.8 17/4
Dibra e poshtér 27.3 18.8
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Gora 26.p 20)6
Hasi 27.9 197
Ljuma n.a. n.a.
Malcija e Gjakovés 26.9 17.8
Elbasani South 2.4 21.9
Gramshi 246 19|14
Peqini South 26|0 20.2
Shinapremtja 29|15 21.3
Malakastra 25[3 17.8
Berati n.g. n.a.
Fieri n.al. n.a.
Lushnja n.a. n.a.
Shkrapari n.a. n.a.
Kruja, city 28.% 20.6
Shkodra, city 335 22.5
Durrési, city 28.p 19/8
Kavaja, city 26.p 19/0
overall 26.4 18.8

The SMAM for women by district was ranging from Q6o 22.5 years. The lowest SMAMs
were to be found in the north of the country antino central districts. In the four cities the
SMAM was always higher than in the surroundingraitg and in Shkodra it was the highest
for the whole of Albania. The other districts wittie highest SMAMs were in the eastern
districts of Gora, Shinapremtja, Elbasani Northj &fbasani South and in the coastal district
of Lezhja. The female SMAMs are mapped on map 3 $SMAM for men by district was
ranging from 20.7 years to 33.5 years. The regipagtern is not clear: The lowest SMAMs
were in two coastal districts and one northernfegmistrict. The cities had higher SMAMs
than the surrounding districts. The higher agematriage in cities were also prevailing in
neighboring Serbia. In the period from 1891 to 1¥i® average urban age at marriage for
men was about 4 to 5 years higher than the avetagkage at marriage. The average urban
age at marriage for women was about 2 years hitjfaer the average rural age at marriage
(Sundhaussen 1989: 150). The highest SMAMs wetkdrtity of Shkodra (33.5 years), the
northwestern district of Kiri (29.5 years) and lre tsoutheastern district of Shinapremtja (29.5
years). Most of the other districts with SMAMs aboaverage were on the borders of the
tribal area in Northern Albania. The male SMAMs amapped on map 35. There are nine
combinations of high, average, and low SMAMs fomnaa&nd women and all of them were
existing for the different districts of Albania. @most frequent combinations were high male
SMAM and high female SMAM, average male SMAM andhrhifemale SMAM, and low
male SMAM and low female SMAM. Combinations of higkele SMAM and low female
SMAM and of low male SMAM and high female SMAM weraly seldom. The connection
between female SMAM and the proportion of marriedhnen at a certain age can be seen
most effectively in map 19 with the proportion ocdimed women at an age of 18 years. A low
female SMAM was clearly connected with high ratemarried women at an age of 18 years.

Polygamous marriages

The majority of the Albanian population was Muslimho were allowed to be married to
more than one wife at the same time. 6.2 percennafried Muslim men were actually
married to more than one wife. In the cities polygas marriages were less frequent than in
the countryside. The highest percentage was in jdawiéh 3.6 percent, while in Shkodra
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only 0.5 percent of the married men were marriechtwe than one wife. This was the lowest
percentage of all the districts and cities of AllbaThe lowest rates of polygamy were in the
southern districts, in the northwestern districtMdicija e madhe, and in the northeastern
district of Gora. The highest rates of polygamy evezcorded in the central districts of the
tribal area, although the high rate for the distot Puka may be due to the low number of
cases.

Of course polygamy was and is not allowed for Glans, but in the data entered until now
we have found 13 cases of Christian men marri¢ddowvives.

Case 1: A 65-year-old Catholic of the Kurbini tribeng with 2 wives (aged 60 and 30 years)
and no children.

Case 2: A 60-year-old Catholic of the Lurja trilbbang with 2 wives (aged 60 and 40 years)
and one son and one daughter (aged 10 and 13 y@&sjo not know who their mother is.
Case 3: A 34-year-old Catholic of the Lurja trilbbang with 2 wives (aged 31 and 39 years)
and one son (5 years). We do not know who his nnaghe

Case 4: A 66-year old Orthodox Christian of the lBsir area living with 2 wives (aged 63
and 38 years) and 5 stepsons.

Case 5: An 64-year-old Orthodox Christian of thstritit of Dibra e poshtér living with 2
wives (both aged 60) and one married son, one uredadaughter, and one widowed
daughter-in-law.

Case 6: A 47-year-old Orthodox Christian of thedskmni area living with 2 wives (40 and 25
years old), a 15-year-old son, 2 daughters (10ayehrs old).

Case 7: A 50-year-old Orthodox Christian of thedsEmni area living with 2 wives (40 and 35
years old) and a married son (16 years old) areetdaughters (1 from the first, 2 from the
second wife).

Case 8: A 60-year-old Orthodox Christian of thedsHlmni area living with 2 wives (40 and 50
years old) and 1 daughter (15 years old), accortinyder in household the daughter of the
first wife.

Case 9: A 50-year-old Orthodox Christian of thedsEmni area living with 2 wives (40 and 30
years old) and a daughter (4 years old) from ttst Wife and a son (3 years old) from the
second wife.

Case 10: A 34-year-old Orthodox Christian of thbashni area living with 2 wives (30 and
25 years), no children.

Case 11: A 50-year-old Orthodox Christian of thbashni area living with 2 wives (50 and
37 years), 2 married sons from the first wife, Bssand 1 daughter from the second wife.
Case 12: A 60-year-old Orthodox Christian of thbashni area living with 2 wives (50 and
30 years old), 1 son (16 years old) — obviouslysthie of the first wife.

Case 13: A 55-year-old Orthodox Christian of thbashni area living with 2 wives (50 and
30 years old), a married son from the first wifessa®is and 1 daughter from the second wife.

Under the assumption that the second wife was ethhecause the first had not born a son or
no children at all, the men were successful in inguat least one son from the second wife in
nine cases. In three cases the men still had mesiding son and in another case the man had
only stepsons. It is interesting to see, that ur foases the first wife clearly had born a son
and the man nevertheless married another wife @espe Christian ban on it. It is also
interesting to see that we have found a lot of stedes outside of the tribal area with its
strong emphasis on the continuation of the male. liMuslims obviously were more
frequently marrying a second wife in the tribaladhan in the other parts of Albania. The
regional distribution of polygamous marriages amomgyried Muslim men can be seen on
map 36.
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Inter-marriages

This paragraph was intended to deal with religiand ethnic inter-marriages in Albania, but
their number is so small that it will be only a ghparagraph. Only 0.04 percent of married
men were married to a wife of a different religiocenfession and only 0.05 percent of
married men were married to a wife of a differethingc affiliation. Religious inter-marriages
were recorded only in two districts of the norththe southernmost district, and in the cities
of Shkodra and Durrési. In the majority of the cadee husband was Roman-Catholic and the
wife was Muslim. In about 10 percent of the cadeshusband was Muslim and the wife was
Roman-Catholic. Ethnic inter-marriage was recordeustly in those districts where there
were more ethnic minorities than on average. Intrabthe cases the wife was Albanian and
the husband was a member of an ethnic minorityadlin men married much less frequently
wives of an ethnic minority. The cities of Shkodrad Durrési had “high” rates of ethnic
inter-marriages, too.

Conclusion

The marriage patterns of women in Albania in 19lEary fit into the “Eastern European
marriage pattern” with a low age at marriage anery small proportion of women, who
never married. The marriage patterns of men in Alban 1918 were different, since the
overall SMAM was 26.4 years and at an age of 35syd8.6 percent of them were still
unmarried. The very low ages at marriage recorgetidvelers and ethnographers in th& 19
century and in the beginning of the™2@entury cannot be confirmed. There were many cases
of young girls already being married at an age ®fygars, but they were still a minority.
There might have been a rise in age at marriage sfre middle of the f9century, but the
low ages at marriage recorded in thd' t@ntury were maybe the lowest, at which marriage
actually happened and no averages. These low ageardage might have been also some
sort of ideal reported to foreign researchers,dsutdeal that was only met by a minority of
women in reality. The relatively high age at magaedor men is in complete contradiction to
the reported low ages at marriage and to the agsumpghat a low age at marriage was
needed for ensuring the continuation of the patdge. This high age at marriage also lowers
the proportion of people living in joint family heeholds. On the other hand the wide or
sometimes even very wide age gap between husbahdiéa ensured the male domination
within the household very effectively. One factontributing to the higher age at marriage as
compared to other Balkan countries could be thstemce of polygamy. Men, who were
married to more than one wife, lowered the numlbevamen available for marriage for still
unmarried men. In the predominantly Christian siieseof most of the other Balkan countries
there was no such effect.

Albania in 1918 fits better into the Mediterraneset of tendencies in domestic group
organization in traditional Europe according to éPekaslett than into the East set of
tendencies. Male age at marriage was rather higmanhlow as in the East set and therefore
the age gap between spouses at first marriage \wihes amd not narrow as in the East set.
There were only few wives older than their husba$the proportion of households headed
by never-married women were also very low.

Out of the regional analysis the following very geal results can be obtained: In the cities
the proportion of nuclear families was higher ane proportion of joint families was lower
than in rural settings. The age gap between thesgsowas higher in urban areas than in rural
areas. This was the effect of the considerablydrighale age at marriage, which was more
than compensating a slightly higher female age atiage. The northern, tribal districts of
Albania were characterized by a larger proportibjomt families and lower proportions of
nuclear families. Women were marrying earlier amdnien at higher ages the proportion still
unmarried was higher. The age gap between the epamas higher and the proportion of
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men with more than one wife was higher, too. Thegaage of men within the population
was higher and the households contained more per3tis allows to confirm the notion of
the tribal regions of being more patriarchal thaa other parts of the country, but one should
always bear in mind the considerable differencdhiwithe tribal districts and that for many
variables one can find similar proportions in ottiestricts, too.
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Maps

Map 1: Comparison of the territory of the censu4@if8 and today’s borders
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Map2: Available census data for the districts dbaklia in 1918
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Map 3: Population density

Map 4: Percentage of non-agrarian population
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Map 5: Percentage of ethnic minorities
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Map 6: Percentage of Muslims
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Map 7: Percentage of Catholics
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Map 8: Percentage of Orthodox Christians
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Map 9: Percentage of Men
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Map 10: Household size
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Map 11: Percentage of people living in nuclear fesi

Map 12: Percentage of people living in extendedlfam

23



Map 13: Percentage of people living in joint faeli

Map 14: Percentage of married men within the malgufation
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Map 15: Percentage of married women within the ferpapulation Map 16: Percentage of married women within the fenp@pulation
15-50 years
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Map 17: Percentage of married men within the majeufation 15-50
years by districts
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Map 18: Percentage of married women at age 15
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Map 19: Percentage of married women at age 18
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Map 20: Percentage of married women at age 20
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Map 21: Percentage of married women at age 25

I o5 - 1000
I:l no data

Map 22: Percentage of married women at age 30
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Map 23: Percentage of unmarried women at age 30 Map 24: Percentage of widowed women at age 40
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Map 25: Percentage of married men at age 20
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Map 26: Percentage of married men at age 25
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Map 27: Percentage of married men at age 30

Map 28: Percentage of married men at age 35
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Map 29: Percentage of unmarried men at age 35
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Map 30: Percentage of widowed men at age 60
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Map 31: Age difference between spouses Map 32: Percentage of marriages with an age diifeyef at least 10
years
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Map 33: Percentage of marriages with an age diifeyef at least 20

years
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Map 34: SMAM for women
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Map 35: SMAM for men
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Map 36: Percentage of polygamous marriages of Musien
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